
Workshop on Climate Change in the Amazon River Basin: Diagnostic of the Current Situation and 
Development of Strategic Action  

Between the 7th and 9th of August, took place in Quito, Ecuador the Workshop on Climate Change in the 
Amazon River Basin: Diagnostic of the Current Situation and Development of Strategic Action. Hosted 
by the Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin (COICA)1 with collaboration of IPAM 
and Amazon Alliance2, the workshop had the participation of approximately 30 representatives from indigenous 
groups organizations of 8 Amazon Basin Countries, only French Guiana was not represented in the event. In 
addition representatives from the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS), Forest People Programme (United 
Kingdom), Indigenous Environmental Network (USA), Pachamama  Foundation (Ecuador), Moore Foundation 
(USA), IUCN south America, GTZ, CNS (National Council of Rubber Tappers- BRAZIL) and the Amazon 
Cooperation Treaty Organization (OTCA) also participated in the event. 

During three days, the agenda was divided into important topics regarding, climate change, REDD and 
indigenous rights issues.  

In 1st day of the workshop, presentations by the observers took the spotlight. IPAM, IPS and IUCN talked about 
the issues of climate change and REDD. On the second day, the attention was drawn to each of the COICA’s 
national representatives whom made presentations in relation to climate change diagnostics in their respective 
countries. An important and unique participation of the Brazilian National Council of Rubber Tappers, was 
made by Manoel Cunha. He was the only representative from ‘’other traditional group’’, rather than indigenous. 
He shared the Brazilian presentation with the COIAB representative, Chico Apunirã. Both talked about the 
historical reasons of theirs groups union (Rupper Tappers and Indigenous that resulted in the Alliance of Forest 
People) in Brazil. Also they made an important wrap-up of what happened in the previous Manaus Workshop, 
early April this year, which generated the Manaus declaration and an invitation for a broader alliance uniting 
Indigenous Peoples and Traditional Communities of the Forest in all 3 continents, that is supposed to be agreed 
in January 2009, on the occasion of the World Social Forum to be held in Belém in Brazil. Later on the second 
day of debates, a plenary session discussed action strategies in order to include indigenous and traditional 
people’s participation within the national and international discussions regarding Climate Change and REDD 
and a press conference.  

The Quito workshop established an arena for informed 
dialogue among COICA’s members regarding REDD and 
Climate Change. In the last day, an action strategy was 
launched called the Quito Declaration3, along with a series of 
consensus for further initiatives. The write down of the 
declaration counted with the participation of all present 
representatives. The elaboration of the Quito Declaration was a 
relevant process, giving to forest people a chance to debate, 
under a scientific and political context, REDD and the threat of 
climate change to their life style. 
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1 Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin: http://www.coica.org.ec/  
2 Amazon Alliance: For indigenous and traditional peoples of the Amazon Basin, is an initiative born of the alliance between 
indigenous and traditional peoples of the Amazon and groups and individuals who share their concerns about the future of the Amazon 
and its peoples. The Amazon alliance works to defend the rights, territories and the environment of indigenous and traditional peoples 
of the Amazon Basin. http://www.amazonalliance.org/  
3 http://www.climaedesmatamento.org.br/files/general/Quito_Declaration_English_Version.pdf English Version  
http://www.coica.org.ec/sp/ma_resoluciones/20081008.htm Spanish Version  


